
 

 

Monday, April 11, 2016 

 

To: Mr. Peter S. Adler, PhD 

Via email: padleraccord@gmail.com 

From: Gerardo Rojas 

Subject:   Resignation from the JFF effective Saturday April 9th 

 

This is to formally confirm my resignation from the JFF as of Saturday, April 9th.  Peter, from the 

beginning I believed wholeheartedly in the process, and was committed to see it through to a successful 

conclusion for the community. I trusted your guidance early on when you stated for all of us to leave our 

assumptions and opinions aside, let facts and science be the foundation, and always keep reports 

confidential.  Unfortunately, that did not happen at every level. 

Having members of the group participate on assumptions of their personal opinion and allow their views 

to be accepted against countless studies provided by the public is simply wrong. Members stating 

publicly a lack of trust in a Federal organization, what documents or information could be submitted, 

who can and cannot submit data because of their 2491 affiliation, should have been handled better by 

you or your team. The fact that it wasn’t, is unacceptable.  

 And on Monday at the Veterans Center, when a study by the Department of Water, requested by 

Councilmember Hooser, is completed with what I assume was an unbudgeted expense to their 

Department, the author was asked to attend to share his report, and he was not called forward and left.  

What else is being kept from the public and our group that we were not aware of? 

Questioning my integrity was the deciding factor.  If members of the team saw me read from a 

reference paper on Monday, it was a document that was publicly distributed at a meeting in Lihue and 

Waimea. I thought reading something that was public information on Kauai was best, so I not get 

accused of reading something from my company. I also drafted my personal comments that I shared 

with you and the members on Saturday.   And as a result, it was a conclusion, no matter what I read 

would have been “presumed” unacceptable. 

It is my conclusion that this JFF group under your direction has failed in its mission to remain “fact 

based”.   

I spent many hours of my time without compensation to make a contribution to help our community 

heal. I feel that the community has come together on many levels and is not divided when education 

and science prevail.    

With all due respect, the directives were clear to your role.  Facts and Science – be open to ALL public 

opinion – keeping confidential discussions between members of the group only – and treating each 

other with respect for their value to the outcome.    

I might not have your skills, but I do value my integrity. I purposely kept a distance in any dealing with 

my company or affiliate companies in asking for guidance.  I studied facts and accepted and reviewed 
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reports provided from all the members. I am also a farmer, and I believe in how I care for the land. And 

most of all, I believe that when you shake a hand of a person and agree to commit to a goal, I do my 

utmost to follow every rule and expectation to achieve a positive outcome.  

In conclusion, it’s sad for me, that the only decision I faced was to walk away for the first time in my 

career on a project that I believed if it stayed on track with a foundation of “science and facts” only truth 

would prevail. 

Sincerely, 

Gerardo Rojas  

Re: Attachment email from Peter Adler 

 

Copy to:  The Honorable Mayor Bernard Carvalho, Jr. 

    Mr. Scott Enright 

 

 

 

 

 


